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The Study on an Evaluation of the Psychological and
Social Evaluation Methods used by Yogo Teachers
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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to analyze the reliability of the psychological and social evaluation methods used
by Yogo teachers in elementary schools. We mailed surveys to Yogo teachers in 500 elementary schools selected
randomly between July to October 2013. The survey questions were developed by forming a study group and
using the Delphi consensus method. The survey was conducted twice for each school, with an interval of one
to three months, to confirm the credibility and validity. We analyzed the main factors using exploratory factor
analysis and promax rotation. Pearson’s correlation coefficient was calculated for the factor scores twice, using a
probability of less than 5%. The final analysis was conducted using data from 90 Yogo teachers who answered
all the questions both times. We confirmed the credibility and validity of the following categories of data: “living
habits” (4 factors, 26 items), “personal relationships” (3 factors, 47 items), “strengths” (6 factors, 36 items), “physical

symptoms” (5 items), and “cleanliness” (4 items).
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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to analyze the skills of Yogo teachers while dealing with child protection issues
and to examine the factors required to improve Yogo teacher training education to enhance teachers’ practical
skills for dealing with these issues.

We conducted an anonymous questionnaire survey of 286 Yogo teachers and 684 other teachers in Osaka
Prefecture, Japan, in October and November 2012, and analyzed the difference between them.

Our results indicated: 1) Yogo teachers found more cases of child abuse and took more measures than other
teachers; 2) Yogo teachers were often the first to find out about these cases; 3) Abilities to cope with child
abuse are needed based on the nature of abuse; 4) Child abuse issues are addressed differently based on the
level of education, such primary and secondary education; 5) Teachers faced difficulty in cooperating with each
other to solve problems, which had an impact on the children; 6) Yogo teachers and other teachers play different
roles in preventing and coping with child abuse; 7) Around 80% to 90% of children who have faced abuse and
reported it to child consultation centers had to commute from home to school, and teachers were not aware of
this situation.

This study has the following implications for the training of Yogo teachers: 1) They must understand that
their duties include ensuring proper education and protecting the rights of children; 2) They should be educated
about the fundamentals of child abuse and equipped with practical skills, such as health assessment, emergency
first aids, and health counseling, through drills and training sessions to address issues faced by children; 3)
Since child abuse issues are within the range of Yogo teachers’ expertise, even new teachers should be capable
of addressing these issues; 4) Countermeasures for child abuse as a tertiary prevention and cooperation among

teachers both inside and outside school need to be enhanced.
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