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A Basic Knowledge of Radiation and Health Risks for Yogo Teachers
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Experience of the Great East Japan Earthquake

Kiyomi TADANO
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Thought of a Yogo Teacher in a Disaster-Stricken Area
Experience of the Great East Japan Earthquake

Shoko KATO
Sibata Agriculture and Forestry Senior High School Miyagi
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Difficulties in First-aid Treatment at School Felt by Inexperienced
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Abstract

Despite the fact that there have been some cases in which Yogo teachers were accused of negligence because
of inappropriate judgments and treatment of student head injuries, Yogo teachers are rarely provided with
necessary and sufficient training at schools. Even when they find a desirable training course, they end up being
unable to attend because most schools station only one Yogo teacher, and Yogo teachers are reluctant to leave
nurse rooms unattended in their absence. As a result, it is difficult for them to improve their first aid skills for
head injuries. Moreover, head injury accidents could happen any time after a new teacher is appointed. There is
a higher risk of accidents in junior high and high schools in particular, in accordance with the steep increase in
students’ physical activities.

This study looks at these realities with a focus on Yogo teachers who work at junior high or high schools. An
interview survey was conducted of 10 inexperienced Yogo teachers to clarify their feelings of difficulty. As a
result of qualitative and inductive analysis of the responses, their feelings of difficulty were found to consist of
the following 8 elements: heavy responsibility for life crises, difficulty in making prompt judgments, difficulty in
making accurate physical assessments, difficulty in treating heavy bleeding, difficulty in dealing with parents
(guardians), difficulty in providing guidance to injured students, difficulty in mutual understanding, and pressure
felt because of a lack of experience. It is very possible that students’ lives will be at stake depending on the first
aid treatment they receive after suffering a head injury. Therefore, it is necessary for Yogo teachers to first
acquire basic knowledge, and then receive training centered on physical assessment as well as practical training

that assumes emergency scenes at school.
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